Friends Of Sawtry

Community College

Constitution

1. Title

· This Association shall be called ‘The Friends Of Sawtry Community College’. It will also be recognised as ‘FOSCC’.

2. Objects

· The object of this Association is to advance the education of the students at the College by providing and assisting in the provision of facilities for education at the College (not normally provided by the Local Authority) and as ancillary there to and in the furtherance of this object the Association may:

· Foster more extended relationships with all staff from all areas of the College, members of the College Governors, parents of students both past and present, members of the local community wanting to support the College and other persons wanting to support the College in a like manner.

· Develop  parental engagement in supporting learning  at the college and to contribute to home-school links.

· The Association is to be and remain non-political.

3. Membership

· All parents of students attending the College as well as the students themselves shall automatically become members of this Association.

· All staff from all areas of the College together with all members of the College Governors shall be deemed to be members of this Association.

· All parents of former students of the College as well as the former students themselves or the parents of students about to start the College, members of the local community wanting to support the College and other persons wanting to support the College in a like manner may become members of this Association.

· The Committee reserve the right to either withhold or revoke membership of this Association to any person(s) who may for whatever reason bring the name of the College or the Association into disrepute.

4. Finance

· The funds of the Association shall be kept in Bank/Building Society accounts as appropriate and will be in the name of ‘Friends Of Sawtry Community College’.

· The financial year of the Association shall run from 1st September each year to 31st August of the following year.

· The financial statement – audited by independent person(s) – shall be presented by the Treasurer at the Annual General Meeting for adoption.

· Signatories on cheques issued by the Association shall be:

1. The Chairman

2. The Treasurer

3. The Associate Principal
· The Treasurer who will be a member of the Committee shall administer the funds of the Association.

· The Committee shall decide upon purchases for the College after due consultation and consideration.

· Small purchases up to the sum of £50.00 may be made by prior arrangement between the Chairman, Treasurer and/or  the Associate Principal and any such purchases are to be ratified by the Committee at the next meeting.

· The Committee shall have the power to retain such funds for working capital as it sees fit, including the purchase of sundry items as necessary.

· Any assets remaining upon the dissolution of the Association after satisfying any outstanding debts and liabilities shall not be distributed amongst the members of this Association, but will be given to Sawtry Community College for the benefit of the students at the College in any manner which is exclusively  ‘Charitable at Law’.

5. Officers of the Committee

· The Committee shall consist of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, the Secretary, the Treasurer and a minimum of four other members up to a maximum of twelve.

· The Officers of the Committee shall be annually elected into office at the Annual General Meeting.

· All members of the Association shall be eligible to vote in person at the Annual General Meeting for candidates for the Officers of the Committee.

· The Committee shall have the power to co-opt person(s) onto the Committee as the need arises.

· A member of the College Staff shall be present at every full Committee meeting. All other members of the staff from all areas of the College will be welcome to attend any meeting. They will be entitled to vote during their attendances, providing they number no more than one third of the full Committee.

· Other persons designated in section 3.3 will also be welcome to attend any meeting. They will be entitled to vote during their attendances, providing they number no more than one third of the full Committee.

6. Meetings 

· The Annual General Meeting shall be held in September of each year. At the Annual General Meeting the ‘Chair’ shall be taken by the Chairman of ‘Friends Of Sawtry Community College’, or in his/her absence, the Vice Chairman.

· All members shall receive a minimum of FOURTEEN days notice of the Annual General Meeting.

· Other General Meetings may be called by the Committee giving a minimum of FOURTEEN days notice.

· Extra-ordinary/Special General Meetings may be convened following a request, in writing to the Chairman, by a minimum of TEN members of the Association. Such meetings shall be held within TWENTY-EIGHT days of the terms of the request being achieved.

· Committee members shall normally have a minimum of SEVEN days notice of Committee meetings.

· A quorum for Committee meetings shall consist of four members of the Committee, or half in number of the Committee members, which ever is the greater.

· At all meetings the Chairman shall have a second and casting vote in the event of a tied decision.

· All meetings shall be minuted and a record shall be kept in an adequate and appropriate manner by the Secretary. All minutes of previous meetings are to be signed off by the Chairman once the Committee has accepted them.
7. Changes of Association Rules

· Proposals to change any Rules of this Association shall only be presented at Annual General Meetings. Such proposals must be submitted in writing to the Chairman by the end of July for voting on at the next Annual General Meeting in September. Proposed changes to any of the Rules of this Association must be supported by a minimum TWO-THIRDS majority vote taken from those attending the Annual General Meeting in person.

· No alterations, changes or amendments shall be allowed to be made to the 3 clauses in the OBJECTS section or to the DISSOLUTION clause in the FINANCE section of this Constitution which would cause the Association to cease to be a ‘Charity at Law.

8. Conclusion

· The Committee, whose decision shall be deemed to be final, shall deal with any matter not provided for in this Constitution.
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