SAWTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE:



POLICY STATEMENT:  SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

RENEWAL DATE: END OF SEPTEMBER 2009
RATIONALE:

This policy represents the College approach to students with special educational needs and is written with reference to the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2001, the Special Needs and Disability Act 2001 and the statutory framework for Inclusion. 

PURPOSES:

Approximately 20% of the student population in the College have identified needs which can not be met by the normal provision offered at secondary level alone and require some additional or different elements. These students’ needs may involve general or specific learning difficulties, of a communication and interaction, cognition and learning, behavioural, emotional and social or medical nature.  In an inclusive school, these needs should be met in a positive, caring and supportive environment which enables the student to work alongside their peers and achieve success wherever possible. Approximately 2% of students in the college have needs significant enough to warrant a statement of special educational needs, approved and funded by the Local Education Authority, which specifies a level of support which the College must provide. 

Guidelines

1. A register of students with special needs will be maintained by the Learning Support Department and overseen by the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.

2. The needs of the students referred to above are identified and described in an Individual Education Plan which is produced by the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and circulated to all staff involved in the education of the student.

3. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to respond to the identified needs by differentiating work where appropriate or by following strategies recommended in the Individual Education Plan and by providing information for reviews when requested.

4. Where a member of staff feels that a student may have unidentified needs, a referral may be made to Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator for an assessment of the student, via the Head of Year.

5. Students with statements of educational needs may be supported in the following ways (singly or in combination):

a. By the provision of a Learning Support Assistant to support the student in the classroom.

b. By the provision of a Learning Support Assistant to support the student away from the normal classroom but on work in line with that being studied in the classroom.

c. By withdrawal activities specifically relating to the students needs delivered by either a Learning Support Assistant or a member of the teaching staff.

d. In a small number of cases, by following a modified curriculum or disapplying a National Curriculum subject.

e. Access to social skills or behaviour/anger management programmes.

f. By accessing other facilities or specialist programmes designed to meet their specific needs ( eg speech or physiotherapy)

g. By the provision of modified work or equipment to enable access to learning (e.g. alphasmart keyboard)

6. Non statemented students will have access to :

a. Differentiated work in class

b. Access to Information, Communications Technology based programmes on a withdrawal basis or at home

c. Catch Up programmes

d. Access to specific programmes delivered in the Learning Support Suite.

7. Teaching Assistants will normally work predominantly within a specific curriculum area offering continuity of provision within this area and developing subject specific knowledge. Their duties will be allocated by the Head of Department in consultation with the Deputy Principal and Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.  These duties may not be adjusted or changed without prior permission from the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator or Deputy Principal.

8. The Learning Support Centre will be staffed throughout the College day and will be the base for all withdrawal activity, the main focus being literacy and numeracy. Staff allocated to work in this area will have programmes provided by the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator which they will be expected to deliver.

9. A Special Needs Assistant will also be available in the area to work with non statemented students, supervise use of Information, Communications Technology and multi media resources and provide administrative support to the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.
10. Individual Education Plans will be produced, monitored and reviewed at least twice per year by the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator in consultation with staff, the student and carers. Statements will be reviewed at least annually.  Subject teachers are required to make a significant contribution to these documents.

11. Individual Behaviour Plans will be produced, monitored and reviewed in consultation with staff, the student and carers as required by the Head of Year or Key Stage Co-ordinator.  Pastoral Support Plans will be produced, monitored and reviewed in consultation with staff, the student and carers by the Key Stage Co-ordinator. A copy will be lodged with the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.

12. All steps will be taken to ensure access for students with physical needs to all facilities and activities of the college.

CONCLUSION:

The College admits all students from the local area regardless of their needs (with the exception of a student with a statement which specifically recommends an alternative placement). It is essential that the College maintains the highest standards in identifying needs; designing appropriate strategies to support the student; delivering this support in a professional, caring, effective and efficient way; and monitoring progress and reviewing needs on a regular basis.  No child admitted to the College should be discriminated against or treated less favourably as a consequence of their physical or other difficulties.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

APPENDIX ONE

Annual Programme for identification of Special Education Need students joining the College.

During the Autumn Term

· There will be initial contact between the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and feeder schools to identify students with special educational needs in Years 5 and 6.
· Students identified as possibly having special educational needs will be tested, additionally, by the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator using diagnostic tests.
· Individual Education Plans for Year 7 students will be updated within the first half term.

During the Spring Term

· There will be follow up visits to all feeder schools.
· Plans will be drawn up to support transition to secondary education where necessary.
During the Summer Term

· Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator will draw up a briefing paper for staff on the new intake.
· New entrants will be placed on the Special Education Needs register.
· Initial Individual Education Plans or Individual Behaviour Plans will be produced to be reviewed during first term at the College.
· Parents will be consulted on the initial plans during production.
A member of staff may refer any student for assessment via the Head of Year at any time. It is particularly important that students who join the college during the school year are referred if there are any concerns about their performance.
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