SAWTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 

POLICY STATEMENT: HOMEWORK 

RENEWAL DATE: END OF OCTOBER 2009
RATIONALE:

Homework is a valuable extension of classwork and an integral part of the whole curriculum.  Each subject department is responsible to the Principal for the amount and nature of homework set.  It is expected that homework will be set across the curriculum and on a regular basis.

PURPOSES:

1.  To assist the student in the process of self sustained study as preparation for disciplined, independent learning.

2.  To extend the learning process beyond the confines of the classroom and to free classroom time for activities of an interactive nature which involve group study or a significant input from the teacher.

3.  To enable students to undertake a variety of tasks, which add to the breadth and depth of their understanding.  Such tasks include written tasks, learning, revising, drawing, observing, investigating, collecting or making things, experimenting, practising, rehearsing, watching selected TV programmes, listening to radio or music, all of which are valid and important.

GUIDELINES:

1.  A homework timetable will be produced which indicates the minimum homework requirement for each student.  At Key Stage Three one homework will be set per subject per week in Mathematics, English, Science, Technology, Music and each Modern Language.  
History and Geography will set a mixture of extended project-based tasks and short term tasks.  All other subjects reserve the right to set homework.  At Key Stage Four, Science sets two, Maths, English, Information and Communications Technology, Options A, B and C each set one homework per week.
2.  Each subject is expected to set no more than a total of 1 hour of work each week.  It is important that this amount is consistent for each subject so that students can develop regular routines for independent study.

3.  The College will provide each student with an organiser.  The contents should be a continuous record of homework set in a way which will assist the students in organising his/her work.  All homework should be entered on to the College website by the teacher.  This database enables parents and tutors to support students and the College to evaluate the balance, nature and effectiveness of homework set.
4.  Students are expected to record all homeworks and completion dates in the organiser when work is set.  They should also record how long they spent on the task once it is finished.

5.  Parents are encouraged to assist students by providing a quiet place for them to work (wherever possible) and by checking homework organisers on a weekly basis.

6.  Tutors are required to check homework organisers on a weekly basis to monitor whether homework is being recorded and completed to an appropriate standard.

7.  Problems relating to homework in a specific subject should be dealt with initially by the subject teacher.  More general concerns regarding a student should be dealt with by the form tutor.  Recurring problems may be dealt with by the Head of Department or Head of Year.

CONCLUSION:

Homework is an essential part of school life.  It requires integrated planning alongside schemes of work.  It requires consistency and conscientiousness in being set and marked regularly.  It needs to be established as a routine as soon as students join the College.

APPENDIX : HOMEWORK - USE OF STUDENT ORGANISER
Guidelines for subject teachers

1.  Allow sufficient time for students to complete their organiser.

2.  Make instructions brief and precise, presented in written form.  

3.  Known ‘problem’ students should have their organiser checked by the teacher.

4.  Indicate the deadline for completion/handing in at the time of setting homework.

5.  Ensure that you adhere to the homework timetable as published/revised.

6.  If homework is not completed to your satisfaction, note this in the students’ organiser.

7. Enter homework on the Website.

Guidelines for tutors

1.  Check the organisers regularly and make use of the organiser when appropriate.  Use Website to help identify what should be written and discuss.

2.  Always act on any parent input in the Organiser.

3.  Insist that the organisers are well maintained and up to date.

4.  Alert the Head of Year if there are problems with the organiser.  Do not sign it unless you are satisfied with it.
5.  Insist that times taken are recorded by all students.  Do not sign the organiser unless all times are stated.
Guidelines for Students

1.  Keep the Work Organiser in good order and free from graffiti.

2.  Write the homework timetable into the space provided.

3.  Always record homework as it is set.  Note the date for completion or handing in.

4.  If you do not understand the homework ask your teacher.  Do not go home without understanding what you have to do.

5.  Always record the time taken from each piece of homework set.  Try to be as accurate as you can.  It is in your interest to do this.

6.  Ask your parents to read your organiser, and get them to sign it each week.

7.  Remember that if you damage your organiser, or if it is misused or lost, then you may be charged for its replacement.

8.  Use the Website for clarification of instructions and access to electronic copies of resources.
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